THE   COUP   D'ETAT

Either Peace for Spain, or a struggle to the death. We
are ready for either decision, as independent and free
Spaniards who have not the crime of destroying our
fatherland on our conscience. Spaniards, long live the
Republic! Long live SpainP5

As might be expected, as soon as the broadcast was
finished, I was called to the telephone by the Prime
Minister, Dr. Negrin, and we had the following most
interesting conversation:

Prime Minister: General, I have just heard the manifesto
which you have given out to the country, and I think
what you have done is madness.

Colonel Casado: I am no more than a Colonel. I do not
admit the promotion to General which you have
given me, because it is no more legal than your
Government. As to what has happened, and
particularly as to my own conduct, I can feel perfectly
at peace, because I have done my duty as a soldier
and as a Spanish citizen. I must tell you that what
has been done has the support of the whole people,
whose rightful representatives are with me, and who
are very pleased, because, like me, they are con-
vinced that they have given Spain real service.

Prime Minister: I hope that you will reflect, because I
understand that there is still time for us to make some
arrangement.

Colonel Casado: I do not understand what you mean.   I